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FROM: COL KENNEDY
T0: GENERAL HAIG FOR DR KISSINGER

TOHAK 71
TO BE DELIVERED TO GENERAL HAIG WHEN HE GETS BP

THE PRESIDENT DICTATED THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FOR DR KISSINGER
AFTER STUDYING HAKTO 23: QUOTE: BECAUSE OF EXPECTATIONS THAT HAVE
BEEN BUILT UP IN THIS COUNTRY THAT A SETTLEMENT WILL BE REACHED,

WE FACE A VERY DIFFICULT SITUATION IF THE TALKS COLLAPSE.
CONSEQUENTLY YOU SHOULD INFORM THE SAIGON REPRESENTATIVES THAT ALL
MILITARY AND ECONOMIC AID WILL BE CUT OFF BY THE CONGRESS IF AN
AGREEMENT IS NOT REACHED. INFORM THEM ALSO THAT, UNDER THESE CIRCUM-
STANCES, I WILL BE UNABLE TO GET THE COEGRESSIOEAL SUPPORT THAT 1s
&EEDEB.

YGU SHGULE.PROCEED'THEREFGRE ON OPTION TwO, PLAYING YOUR HAND JUST
AS HARD AS YOU CAN RECOGNIZING THAT WE HAVE NOW REACHED THE POINT
WHERE RESUMPTION OF HEAVY BOMBING OF THE NORTH IS PROBABLY NOT A
VIABLE OPTION FOR US. OBVIOUSLY YOU MUST PLAY OUT THE HAND AS THOUGH
IT WERE STILL A VIABLE OPTION, BUT WE HAVE NOW REACHED THE POINT,
BY REASON AMONG OTHER THINGS OF MY STATEMENT JUST BEFORE THE ELECTION
THAT WE WOULD SOON REACH Aaﬁ”E@EﬁT THAT WE MUST REACH THE BEST
AGREEMENT THAT &E CAN .

‘ IN MY VIEW THE OCTOBER 8 AGREEMENT WAS ONE WHICH CERTAINLY WOULD

HAVE BEEN IN OUR INTEREST. YOU SHOULD TRY TO IMPROVE IT TO TAKE
ACCOUNT OF SAIGOH'S CONDITIONS AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE. BUT MOST
IMPORTANT WE MUST RECOGNIZE THE FUNDAMENTAL REALITY THAT WE HAVE NO
CHOICE BUT TO REACH AGREEMENT ALONG THE LI@ES OF THE OCTOBER 8
PRINCIPLES. UNQUOTE.

END OF MESSAGE
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